Regulations for the Doctor of Philosophy Degree Program in Political Economy, Taipei School
of Economics and Political Science (TSE), National Tsing-Hua University

Approved by TSE Administrative Committee on October 9, 2024
Revised by 113-1 TSE Curriculum Committee on April 16, 2025
Revised by 114-1 TSE Curriculum Committee on November 6, 2025

Article 1: Legal Basis
This regulation is established in accordance with the “National Tsing Hua University
Academic Regulations,” the “National Tsing Hua University Doctoral Degree Exam Statutes,”
and other relevant regulations.

Article 2: Duration of Study
A doctoral degree program must be completed within the duration of two to seven years.

Article 3: Course Requirements

I. Ph.D. Students must complete a minimum of 30 credits of coursework approved by the
Taipei School of Economics and Political Science (hereinafter referred to as “TSE”),
excluding dissertation credits.

II. International Ph.D. students must complete 8 credits of Mandarin courses before graduation.
Credits for Mandarin courses are not counted within the minimum 30 credits of coursework
required for the degree. Relevant regulations are addressed in accordance with the
“Mandarin Course Requirements for NTHU International Students.”

III. Ph.D. students must complete the “National Tsing Hua University Online Academic
Research Ethics Education Course.”

Article 4: Graduation Requirements
I. Ph.D. Core Knowledge Examination

1. Examination Requirements: The Core Knowledge Examination consists of two subject
examinations, set according to the student’s track in Political Science or Economics. Each
student is allowed two attempts. The first attempt must cover both subjects and be completed
no later than the end of the first academic year of matriculation. If only one subject fails to
meet the passing grade of 70, the second attempt shall be limited to that subject.

2. Examination Schedule: The examinations are held in January and July of each year.

3. Completion Deadline: Students must pass the Core Knowledge Examination within two
academic years of matriculation, excluding any leave of absence periods.

II. Ph.D. Qualification Examination

1. Eligibility: Students who have passed the Ph.D. Core Knowledge Examination are eligible to
apply for the Qualification Examination.

2. Passing Criteria: Students pass the Qualification Examination by satisfying any of the
following conditions:

(1) Passing the review of two academic papers;
(2) Passing two field examinations; or
(3) Passing the review of one academic paper and one field examination.

Each student’s total number of attempts for academic paper reviews and field examinations,
combined, may not exceed four.



3. Academic Paper Review: A passing academic paper may be either a journal paper or a
research paper.

(1) Journal Paper:
a. The paper must be published with the Taipei School of Economics and Political Science

b.

(TSE), National Tsing Hua University, listed as the affiliated institution, and accepted by
an academic journal included in the 7SE Journal Ranking List.

Student must be the sole author, first author, or corresponding author. A letter of
acceptance or proof of publication must be submitted to the TSE Office for verification.

(2) Research Paper:

a.

b.

Content Requirement: The paper must represent original and independent research,
approaching a publishable standard, exceeding 6,000 words in length, excluding citations.
Review Process: Students must complete a public presentation and defense of the
Research Paper at a brown-bag seminar organized by the Taipei School of Economics
and Political Science (TSE) and be approved through formal review by the Review
Committee. The oral presentation shall not exceed 30 minutes, followed by a Q&A
session. Students must submit an application at least one month prior to the scheduled
presentation and defense date. The paper must be submitted to the committee at least two
weeks prior to the presentation and defense.

c. The Review Committee shall consist of at least three members and shall be approved by

the Ph.D. Program Director. The advisor shall serve as an ex officio member, and the
remaining members shall be TSE faculty or faculty teaching at TSE.

d. The review results shall be classified as Accepted, Accepted with Revisions, or Rejected.

Accepted with Revisions is considered conditional passing; students must submit the
revision within 30 days for the advisor’s approval. Failure to obtain approval within the
period shall result in failure.

4. Field Examinations: The passing grade is 70. The examinations are held in January and July

each year.

5. Completion Deadline: Students must pass the Qualification Examination within three

academic years of matriculation, excluding any leave of absence periods. Students who fail
to do so will be dismissed from the Ph.D. program.

III. Ph.D.to Candidacy
A Ph.D. student who meets the following criteria will advance to a Ph.D. candidate:

(1) Passed the Ph.D. qualification examination.
(2) Completed all of the courses required for the doctoral degree program.
(3) Passed the English language proficiency verification.

IV. Dissertation Proposal
1. Upon advancement to Ph.D. candidacy, students are qualified to proceed with a proposal

2.

of their doctoral dissertation for review. Approval from the advisor(s) is required for the
submission of the proposal. At least one advisor must be a full-time associate professor
or higher at TSE, or a jointly-appointed associate professor or higher at TSE.
Application for Dissertation Proposal Review: Ph.D. candidates must submit their
applications at least four weeks before the date of proposal review.

3. Proposal Review Procedures: The dissertation proposal will be reviewed by a committee

consisting of at least five members, including the advisor(s). At least one-third of the
members must be external to National Tsing Hua University. The qualifications for
committee members shall be in accordance with those stipulated by the Doctoral Degree
Examination Committee below.

V. Doctoral Degree Examination

1.

Ph.D. candidates who meet the following conditions are eligible to apply for the doctoral

2



degree examination. They must submit their applications at least four weeks before the

examination date, along with a draft of the dissertation (including an abstract), a copy

of the transcript, the application form for the doctoral degree examination, and a report

of the dissertation originality check:

(1) Completion of at least two academic years of study and advancement to Ph.D.
candidacy.

(2) Completion of the dissertation proposal.

(3) Completion of a dissertation draft, with approval from the advisors.

2. Doctoral Degree Examination Committee

(1) The doctoral degree examination committee shall consist of five to nine members,
including at least one-third of external members. The advisor is an ex offico member
but may not serve as the chair in the examination. The chair is to be elected by the
committee members attending the examination.
(2) Apart from expertise in the research field of the candidate, the committee member
must meet one of the following qualifications:
a. Currently serving or has served as a professor or associate professor.
b. Currently serving or has served as an academician, research fellow, associate
research fellow at Academia Sinica.
c. Holding a doctoral degree and has garnered notable academic achievements.
d. Having academic or professional achievements in a rare or highly specialized
academic field or professional practice areas.
TSE establishes its own specific standards for points ¢ and d.

3. The doctoral degree examination includes examination and review of the dissertation,
which should be conducted publicly in the form of an oral defense, but may be held in
an alternative format if deemed necessary.

4. The doctoral degree dissertation (including the abstract) should be written in English.
A dissertation that has been used for the purpose of another degree does not qualify.

5. The dissertation examination grade should reflect the results of the oral defense and the
written dissertation itself. The Examination Committee members who attend the
dissertation examination will sign an “Examination Committee Member Verification
Form” to complete the dissertation review. In instances where the dissertation
examination committee requests a revision of the dissertation, the candidate should
revise and submit it for approval by the committee accordingly. The revision and
approval must be completed prior to the next semester’s registration date, or the said
dissertation examination will be invalidated.

6. Ph.D. candidates who fail the doctoral degree examination before reaching the
maximum study period may apply to take a re-examination in the next semester or next
academic year. Candidates who fail the examination for the second time will be
dismissed from the Ph.D. program.

Article 5: Conferring of Degree
Ph.D. candidates who have completed the graduation requirements, and whose Doctoral
dissertation has been examined and approved by the Doctoral Degree Examination
Committee will be conferred a Doctor of Philosophy degree by National Tsing Hua
University.

Article 6: Other Provisions
Any matters not addressed in this regulation shall be handled in accordance with the relevant
regulations of the Ministry of Education and the National Tsing Hua University Academic
Regulations.
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